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 GAVEL TALK –  APRIL  2017        Pat Kelly, Editor 

 
   CALENDAR OF EVENTS BIRTHDAY CORNER 

APRIL 

 

Fri 7th  Executive Board      9:30am 

       1st Friday Bridge         11:00am 

Mon 10th  Hospitality Tea 11:30am 

Wed 12th Evening Assembly 6:30p 

Mon 17th Day Assembly      1:00pm 

Tue 18th Marathon Bridge 3:00pm 

Sat 22nd   So. District Convention 

Mon 24th  Bridge lunch   11:30am 

MAY 

 

Fri 5th  Executive Board    9:30 am 

       1st Friday Bridge        11:00 am 

Mon 8th  Hospitality Tea  11:30 am 

Wed 10th  Evening Assembly  6:30 

Mon 15th  Day Assembly    1:00 pm 

Tue 16th Marathon Bridge  3:00pm 

Mon 22nd Bridge lunch     11:30 am 

 

Best Wishes to our birthday ladies! 

 
 

 No April birthdays!    

                                                                                                                      

 

 

President’s Message Carol Dreesen 

 Wow! What a great event! Our Dollar's 

for Scholars turned out to be very successful for LMWC.  

Sandi Phoenix and her committee hit every goal they set. 

I know Sandi is going to mention everyone so I will just 

say THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 

     When I became President I put the 

traveling LMWC ladies away for a while.  Let’s get them 

on the move. There are several events coming up.  May 

20th Chula Vista Woman’s Club is presenting “Alice’s 

Tea party” featuring fashions by Chico’s Viejas Outlet 

store. I plan to attend. How about you. The fee is $30. 

              
Southern District Convention  

 Join us Saturday, April 22nd at the Imperial 

Beach Boys and Girls Club 9:15 am to 3:00 pm.  

Barbara Nelson and her board are planning a great 
event. The theme is gardening. Decorate a hat with 

gardening tools etc. We can carpool from the clubhouse. 

Every club is to bring two door prizes and a basket. 
Report winners will be announced. So far we have ten 

members attending. 

 Margie and the scholarship 
committee are working hard to make sure all the schools 

are aware of our awards and the due date.  

  

La Mesa Woman’s Club 
A Member of GFWC, CFWC & 

Southern District 

CA Federation of Woman’s Clubs 
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1st VICE PRESIDENT- DEAN          Betsy Quinn  

 For the past few months, the focus of LMWC has 
been our annual spring fundraiser, under the inspiring 

leadership of Sandi Phoenix.  As a result of her vision 

and our dynamic team, we exceeded our goals!  In 

addition, we enjoyed a day of fun games, good food, and 
warm camaraderie.  Our scholarship fund looks great!  

My personal thanks to each of you who supported our 

"Dollars for Scholars" event. 
 

 By popular request, our club is once 

again supporting the San Diego "Military Outreach 
Ministries" (MOM).  As in the past, this organization will 

provide a speaker at the evening meeting on May 10.  

Both the evening and day sections will enjoy a baby 

shower, with silly games and treats.  How can you help?  
Look for good deals on items that can be used to fill a 

diaper bag.  The diaper bags have already been donated, 

so our challenge is to equip them.  Check out the  
following suggestions: 

 

Diapers (duh--)                                    Blanket                           
Wipes                                                   Burp cloth  

Hand sanitizer                                      Pacifier  

Changing pad                                       Sunscreen 
Plastic or biodegradable bags              Hat  

Bottles                                                  Tissues  

Baby/toddler snacks                             Diaper rash cream  

Rattle or infant toy            Sippy cup                                               
  

 Too much trouble?  Just go to Costco or Walmart 

and buy a box of diapers! Please be sure to document the 
time you spend on this project as well as the amount of 

money, as this information is vital to an accurate report. 

 

Our ongoing projects:  
Penny Pines  

$$ for Ronald McDonald House  

Used magazines for Sharp Grossmont Auxiliary  
Housewares for East County Community Solutions  

Used books for La Mesa Friends of the Library  

Bancroft Community School--"replacement" clothing, 
parent meeting coffee supplies  

 

Completed projects:  Greeting cards for care facilities  

Coupons for the military exchange and commissary  
  

 Much appreciation for your generosity and 

contributions to our community.  If you have any ideas for 
a future project, please let me know so we can discuss and 

recommend at an Executive Board meeting. 

         

2nd VICE PRESIDENT                                                                                                        Lou Turner  
 First, I would like to congratulate Sandi Phoenix and her committee for a most successful fundraiser on March 

31st.  Everything went so well and our guests had a great time . . . .  And it was fun for our members too. Good job, 

ladies! 
 In March, we welcomed two new members to the LMWC.  Ann Murray and Cecile Cruz officially joined us.  

Ann will attend the day assembly meetings and Cecile the evening sessions.  We look forward to getting to know these 

ladies better in the coming months. Thanks to Arnel Sanderlin for inviting her friends Connie McKee (in January) and 

Ann Murray to be part of our club.  Many of you invited friends to our Bridge/Bunco fundraiser. Maybe some of them 
would be interested in coming to a meeting and seeing what other community projects we support- - - and that we always 

have fun while doing it. 

 

3rd VICE-PRESIDENT           Sandi Phoenix   

Our Dollars for $cholars fundraiser was a HUGE SUCCESS!  YOU DID IT LADIES!   

 OUR FUNDRAISING TEAM DID IT!   WE ALL DID IT AND WE HAD FUN DOING IT!!! 

We started with two goals and we exceeded both!  Our first goal was to exceed 100 attendees.  We filled our hall with 120 
members and guests!  Our second goal was to raise $5,000 for our scholarships.  We have not paid all our bills yet, but we 

grossed over $7,000.  Our preliminary figures after paying a couple of bills, including our catered lunch, show a profit of 

over $6,000!   
CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

 

Our Dollars for Scholars card party was a full club member effort which tells me that our members are very proud of La 
Mesa Woman’s Club and our members will strongly support our major service project of awarding scholarships.  This is 

the “Volunteer Spirit” that Federation talks about and this provides the rewards that we used to call “warm fuzzies” and 

we so enjoy.   
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There are so many thank you’s to be given.  At first, I thought I would group them into one big thank you, but everyone 

deserves to be publicly acknowledged.  Up front, I will apologize for any missed thank you’s.  Please know, what you did 
to help make our major fundraiser a success is greatly appreciated!  Here we go… 

 Please join me in sharing your appreciation for all the hours of work, underwriting dollars contributed and a few 

giggles your Fundraising Team volunteered.  In no particular order, Margie Hartman was responsible for Reservations.  

What a pro she is putting all those bridge players together at their requested tables, making last minute calls to ensure each 
table was filled and keeping track of who paid and who still owed.  She also organized and staffed the check-in table, and 

charted our bridge table plan and provided the table numbers again this year.  Thank you, Margie!  Lou Turner was 

responsible for our delicious morning snack “Welcome” table and all the card table snacks.  As Membership V.P. she and 
Laurie Miller put together the wonderful membership display in our clubhouse foyer.  This will be a lasting display that 

can be used again and again.  Thank you, Lou!  Laurie Miller was responsible for assembling our opportunity baskets and 

grab bags again this year.  What a special talent she has.  Did you know that our opportunity ticket sales ladies, Laurie and 
Marsha sold every opportunity ticket from a brand-new roll of tickets?  WOW!  Laurie also provided the balloons that 

identified our parking lot.  Thank you, Laurie!  Beth Miller was not on the Fundraising Team, but I must insert a huge 

thank you to her here.  At a club meeting it was mentioned that I had attended another Bunco fundraiser and this group 

filled the stage with door prizes.  That is all it took.  Beth got busy.  She assembled and donated every door prize we had.  
I had to stop her at 10 and they were such a hit.  Thank you, Beth.  Andrea Joerden was responsible for sending donation 

request letters.  Wow, she did a fantastic job researching addresses and sending a countless number of donation requests 

that generated many of our donated items and gift cards.  She is also responsible for our Starbuck’s coffee that we enjoyed 
during the day and for the Starbucks opportunity basket.  Thank you, Andrea!  Betsy Quinn was responsible for all the 

festive decorations.  She led all our volunteers on Thursday, before the event, and in no time transformed our clubhouse 

into a welcoming and festive card party with a purpose.  As our clubs Dean of Chairmen in charge of service projects, 
Betsy also assembled the informative display of LMWC service projects in the foyer that will be used for years to come.  

Betsy also greeted our guests and staffed our first-time drawing “10 Tickets for $10.00” table.  Thank you, Betsy!  Kathy 

Tinsley was responsible for our beautiful event program.  We gave her lists and she used her magic to put it all together in 

a sensible and beautiful form.  Kathy was also responsible for recruiting Boy Scout Troop 51 who sent two scouts and a 
dad to help set up and take down all those heavy tables, chairs and our patio canopy. Hopefully, this will be the start of a 

continued partnership between LMWC and Troop 51.  Kathy and Elaine Ayres were our fantastic live auction “duo 

grads”.  They made our first try at a live auction a great success!  Our live auction generated money to fund one entire 
scholarship!  Thank you, Kathy and Elaine!  Elaine Ayres was also our Bunco director.  Elaine successfully kept our crazy 

Bunco players relatively quiet and organized and I know they still had fun.  Elaine also generously donated two 

opportunity baskets and was always on call when anything was needed.  Thank you, Elaine!  Marsha Mc Donald was a 

guiding force in keeping the Team’s ideas flowing and helping in every corner possible.  She donated items for our 
opportunity baskets; she sold out our opportunity tickets.  Any time there was a need, Marsha popped up to help.  Thank 

you, Marsha!  Pat Kelly is another Team member who helped in every way possible.  She staffed the check-in table.  As 

club Treasurer, she provided change for the day and took charge of money as it came in.  She is still working to guarantee 
that our profits are accurately tallied and reported.  She donated an opportunity basket and recruited an entire table of 

canasta players.  Thank you, Pat!  Our President, Carol Dreesen, provided support and encouragement to everyone all 

along the way.  We want to thank Carol for staffing the Grab Bag table which was a success again.  A special thank you to 
Carol for her generous bid to win the first live auction catered lunch donated by Gloria Bautista, owner of Cupid’s 

Catering.  Thank you, Carol!  Several Fundraiser Team members are underwriting portions of the event expenses.  A huge 

thank you for doing this!   

 Several members and guests donated cash in support of our event and scholarships.  Three members were 
especially generous.  I want to thank Molly and Randy Lawson and JoAnn Knutson for your donations and support of our 

event!  I also want to thank Floyd & Howerton Plumbing for again supporting our scholarships with their generous 

donation!   
 A special thank you to Arnell Sanderlin who donated opportunity basket items, and welcomed our guests as they 

arrived.  Nicole Entenza, thank you for your opportunity basket donation, for being a huge help with our decorations and 

set up and clean up.  We know we can always depend on you.  Roz Kennedy and Angie Lombardo thank you for sending 
donation letter requests again this year and for the wonderful opportunity basket donations that resulted from your letters.   

Thank you, Jean Adams for your donation to our Grab Bags, for staffing our bridge score pad sales table and selling some 

score pads.  Thank you, Dalal Lehman, for donating items for our baskets.  Kudos go to new members, Ann Murray, 

Darcy Barghols and Cecille Cruz.  Ann and Arnell helped to make everyone feel welcome as they arrived by being our 
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official greeters.  Darcy staffed the check-in table the entire day and kept a security eye on our office and took many 

pictures of our party.  Cecille, through her employment, provided automated phone calls to every resident of La Mesa to 
advertise our event.  Thank you, Ann, Darcy and Cecille!  We could not have our card party without card tables.  Thank 

you, Betsy, Lou, Margie, Carol, Marsha and Nora Maxwell for lending us your tables.  Thank you, Gertrude Findley for 

hosting your table of Mexican Train players.  Thank you’s go out to our bridge players, including Carla Beaird, Dorothy 

Dixon, Esther Jones, Corinne Mc Keel, Linda Sotelo, Jodi Van Tieghem and new member, Connie McKee for bringing 
your friends and for buying opportunity tickets and playing our Grab Bag game and our “10 Tickets for $10” drawing.  

Without you there would be no card party and I know I saw some prize winners among you.  Nadene Parsell and Joy 

Taylor you were missed, but thank you for your donation of items for our opportunity baskets.   
 Generous kudos to our Rental Manager, Judy Burgess.  With her help our clubhouse was a welcoming location 

for our major fundraiser.  Thank you, Judy.  Last, but not least, I want to thank my husband, Ted, for coming to take 

pictures and continually supporting me and our La Mesa Woman’s Club.   
 You see, our Dollars for $cholars Card Party was a HUGE SUCCESS BECAUSE OF EVERYONE!                           

WHAT A TEAM WE ARE!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU ONE AND ALL! 

 

  
  Carol and Sandi opening the Fundraiser Party!          Darcie, Margie and Pat greeting the guests. 

   

Kathy Tinsley at $10 for 10 table  Lou with the membership table Betsy with the project board. 
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Carol with the popular grab bags! 

 
Bunco Players  

 
Bridge, Canasta and Mexican Train  

players. 

 
Door prizes donated by Beth Miller 

 
Opportunity baskets were awesome! 

 
Duplicate bridge players. 

 
 

Lunch catered by Cupid’s   Kathy & Elaine, auctioneers for the Live Auction  

 

4th VICE- PRESIDENT           Jean Adams 
 Hi everyone!  I hope you will enjoy our speaker for April.  JoAnn Knutson has recommended Carrie McClellan 
from "Elder Help".  She has agreed to come to both our Evening and Day meetings.  The evening meeting is Wednesday, 

April 12th at 6:30 pm and our Day meeting is Monday, April 17th at 1:00 pm.  I look forward to seeing all of you there. 

Enjoy this beautiful weather. 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEWS        Sandi Phoenix 

 

     

 CFWC State Convention is Thursday, May 18 

through Sunday, May 21, at the Hilton Orange County, 

Costa Mesa.  You do not have to go for the entire 

convention.  I usually pick workshops I am interested in 
attending and go for that day.  There is a registration fee 

for the convention and sometimes a fee for workshops.  

The hotel accommodations are separate.  There are always 
great workshops and speakers.  The deadline for 

registration is April 19.  More information coming.  I have 

attended several State Conventions and always found 
them to be full of valuable information.  A worthwhile 

convention for me.  I think I have a calendar conflict, but 

if I do not, I will attend at least part of this convention.  

Come with me.    
 GFWC National Convention is Friday, June 23 

through Monday, June 26, in Palm Springs at the JW 

Marriott Desert Springs Resort and Spa.  Friday evening is 
the State Night welcoming dinner.  Chris Herzog is 

chairman of this event.  Several of us will be attending and 

helping to host this dinner for our sisters from around the 
U.S.  There is no registration fee for this, however, there 

must be a dinner fee.  TBD??  Registration fee for the 

entire convention, without meals, is $150, with meals 

included (3 banquets, 2 lunches and brunch and 1 
breakfast of your choice, is $550.  If you want to come for 

just 1 day, registration is $75.00 for that day.  I have a 

copy of the call, if you are interested in attending.  I will 
say this is a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet with 

federation sisters throughout the U.S. and to meet our 

General Federation President and Officers.  I have been a 

member for 40+ years and have never had this 
opportunity.  I am planning to attend at least part of this 

convention.  Come and let’s have a fun, warm time in 

Palm Springs.   

 
 Southern District Convention will be Saturday, 

April 22.  The cost is $30.00 per person, plus a $5.00 late fee 

per person because our registration was due April 1, 2017.  

Write your check $35.00 to LMWC and we will send one 
club check for all our attendees.  The location is probably the 

San Ysidro Boys & Girls Club.  Doors usually open at 9:00 

am or 9:30 am and it is usually over around 3:30 pm.  The 
speaker will be our CFWC State President, Toby Kahan.  

This is a great opportunity to meet and greet our State 

President before the State and GF conventions.  It will be a 
Garden Party theme and there will be a Spring Bonnet 

contest.  The bonnet rules state that the hat must be designed 

with all items from the Dollar Store, any Dollar Store.  There 

will also be vendors and a delicious lunch.  Most 
importantly, this is where our club is honored for all our 

service project work.  Come, join the fun, support LMWC, 

Betsy and Carol and wear your Dollar Store designed Spring 
Bonnet. We can carpool to San Ysidro.   LMWC is 

responsible for one opportunity prize valued at $50 and two 

door prizes.  If I remember correctly, Carol or Lou 

volunteered to bring the opportunity gift and Beth Miller will 
provide the door prizes.  If this is incorrect, please let me 

know right away so others may volunteer.                                       

 

HOSTESS CHAIRMAN – Day        Nora Maxwell     
 Refreshments for the Day meeting on Monday, April 17th will be provided by Betsy Quinn.  Thanks to Pat Kelly  
for helping me with the hostess duties last month.  Ladies, if you have not participated recently, and are willing to do so, 

please let me know.  Thank you!!  

 

HOSTESS CHAIRMAN – Evening       Angie Lombardo/Roz Kennedy  
 The hostesses for April’s meeting on the 12th are Andrea and Nicole.   Thank you to Jean Adams and Roz 

Kennedy for providing refreshments in March.  We hope to see all of you at the meeting.     

 

CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY         Nora Maxwell 

  Our sincere condolences to Andrea Joerden on the recent passing of her mother.  Service is planned for April 6 at 

St. Luke’s Church on Hillsdale at 10:00 am.  Please keep Andrea and her family in your prayers.  
 Also, Ginger’s father -in-law, Clara's husband, Captain James B. Davis, USN Retired, has recently died and will 

be laid to rest next to his beloved Clara on April 11th at Miramar.  Thoughts and prayers to the Davis family.   
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April Bridge Dates:   

     
 Friday, 7th   1st Friday Bridge 11:00 am 

 Monday, 10th  Hospitality Tea  11:30 am 

 Tuesday, 18th  Marathon Bridge   3:00pm (new time) 

 Monday, 24th  Bridge luncheon 11:30 am  

 
 

Anyone interested in being a substitute for any of the bridge groups, please call Esther Jones at (619) 583-5010. 

 

Hospitality Teas:  This month Dorothy Dixon’s table will provide the refreshments.    


